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veritable halcyon day. There was not a fleck of
cloud anywhere and just a suspicion of a breeze
which barely touched the almost glassy waters of
the Mediterranean. To cap all, it was most agree-
ably cold with the sun bright and high in the
heavens. Her own bright mood nature seemed to
have imparted to those on board, for we were all
throughout that day in the best of spirits and
every one seemed to be particularly anxious to be
agreeable to every other. Next day I happened to
discuss Bernhardi with a colonel who came to return
the copy I had lent him. The conversation turned
upon the historic speech of Sir Edward Grey and
the then recent oration of Mr. Asquith at the Guild-
hall and the reasons which they said forced England
to take up arms. I asked him if England could in
strict justice advance the pleas of the preservation
of smaller nationalities and of the violation of
solemn treaties as two of the principal reasons which
necessitated her entry into the war. " Why not? "
interrogated the Colonel. " How could she," I
questioned, "in the face of History? If she had
upheld the rights of smaller nationalities, what would
have been her history? India, Burma, and Ceylon,
Egypt and Malay States would not have been under
her sway, and Ireland, Scotland, and Wales should
in all conscience have been left free and independent
to work out their own national evolutions."
" Besides," I went on to inquire, " in her chequered
history, has England been never known to go back on
her word? Has she not at times found it impossible
to keep to her treaty-obligations? That beautiful